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Questions and Interview with an Epidemiologist
Part 1
1.    The roles and responsibilities of an epidemiologist during an Ebola outbreak
An epidemiologist has various roles and responsibilities that he/she is supposed to be handling to an outbreak for instance in the process of an outbreak of Ebola. In the case of an outbreak of Ebola, an epidemiologist has the responsibility to ascertain that how many people have been affected by Ebola, which people have been affected, and what is the cause of the outbreak. An epidemiologist also has the responsibility to ensure the cause of the Ebola outbreak is determined and the risks that are associated with the Ebola outbreak (CDC). 
It is also the role of an epidemiologist to ensure that the prevention of further incidences of Ebola is well scrutinized. This is through research collection and analysis of the statistical data (Public Health online, 2018). However, the data can be analyzed in a unique way different from the way other initial trials are handled. 
In the event of Ebola outbreak, an epidemiologist has to develop and improve the methodologists of the medical research.
An epidemiologist has the responsibility to present the findings of the results found from the research to the government, public and private organizations. 
An epidemiologist also has the responsibility to design and implement the trials, research and testing of the Ebola problem to come up with a treatment for the problem. The problem also has to be managed which is also the role of an epidemiologist to maintain and develop an initiative that can be used by the public health for prevention.
2.     The educational requirement for an epidemiologist
The educational provision for an epidemiologist requires one to have the educational background of master’s degree in public health from accredited college or University. Another educational qualification is a doctoral degree in epidemiology or medicine. Getting in the field of epidemiologist one can also has a master degree in the related field of public health. However, to the professionals with the education credentials in nursing must continue with their education. The physicians with PHD it is optional to continue with their education.
3.    The career opportunities and salary for an epidemiologist
There are different fields in which an epidemiologist can focus on while in the field of work. There are different roles and responsibilities that an epidemiologist does that will justify where one interested in epidemiologist can perform. The career opportunities in the field of epidemiology include statistician, community health worker and survey researcher. However, these career opportunities have different ranges of salary that an epidemiologist offering the service will earn. It is also important to note that in the employment there has been an increase in the field of epidemiology. As a statistician, the salary starts from $79,290 with the employment rate of 27%. With 21% growth in employment, community health worker is earning a salary of $34,610.  The survey research field has an employment growth of 18% with a salary of $47,720 (Public Health Online, 2018). However, the salaries of the epidemiologist will depend on the type of industry that they operate in. The industry type can be state government, local and other private organizations.
4.    Positive and negative aspects of becoming an epidemiologist
Positive aspect
It is easy for one with the qualification in epidemiology to get the job and develop their career.
They work in a serene environment that allows an epidemiologist to concentrate on their research.
Negative 
An epidemiologist working in the field will be exposed to contraction of infectious diseases that are researched in the field (occupational Outlook Handbook, 2018).
Part 2
To understand the field of epidemiologist comprehensively, I conducted an Interview with David Johnston, MPH Epidemiologist on the following areas with the following questions:
Me: How long have you been an epidemiologist?
Dr. David Johnston: I have been an epidemiologist for a long time after I got a job in Vanuatu in south pacific. In the field of epidemiology, I have been for long, and I can say that it is more than 25 years that I have worked as an epidemiologist.
Me: What is your area of expertise in the field of epidemiology?
Dr. David Johnston: In the field of my work as epidemiology, my area of expertise is in the infection control epidemiologist. I have worked in management and control of malaria, tuberculosis, leprosy and filariasis (a worm disease that affects the leg and makes it look like an elephant’s leg).
Me: What educational and professional training has prepared you to perform your job successfully?
Dr. David Johnston: My educational and professional training that has enabled my success in the field of epidemiology is Master’s degree in public health which opened my door for understanding what is needed in the field.
Me: What sparked your interest in the field of epidemiology?
Dr. David Johnston: There was a lot of pressing needs in the field of public health like doing population survey, treating cases identified during the survey, implementing preventives measures, training the health officers in the field while out in the villages. With interest in the things that are done in public health, I switched to it.
Me: Please describe the positive and negative (if any) aspects of being?
Dr. David Johnston: As an epidemiologist, it is easy to find a job once with the qualification that the field requires. Again, the working environment is favorable for those working in the labs. However, as a negative aspect, an epidemiologist working in the field can be exposed to the infections.
Me: Do you have any advice/suggestion for the individuals pursuing this particular career choice?
Dr. David Johnston: I would tell them that to make a good epidemiologist one needs to be curious. It is a field that requires those who are wondering how things work, that like to learn about new things. The individuals should be ready to be challenged, should never be afraid to be wrong and rethink what they thought they knew and also should be individual with wants to solve problems. Moreover, they should know that the field of epidemiology is full of fun and interesting life.
Me: Doctor I am so grateful for your time and your information. Thank you so much.
David Johnston, MPH
Epidemiologist
Disease Outbreak Control Division
(808)586-8306
David.johnston@doh.hawaii.gov

Reflection on the assignment
Epidemiology seems to be an exciting course since it offers an excellent opportunity for the career development. There are various entities like Center for Disease Control (CDC), Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and US Department of Agriculture and other organization that can offer employment opportunities for the individuals in the career field of epidemiology. This shows how epidemiology promises employment for those in the field. And gathering the information about epidemiology indicates that it is a field that expands the knowledge and the capability of the abilities of the individuals in the field. According to Epidemiologist David Johnston, it is afield full of interest of life and fun for those who want to pursue the career. I think that it is a profession that is worth focusing on because it provides help to the vulnerable human health.
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